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TAKING YOUR VIEWS TO HARRISBURG 

2016-17 state budget funds 
education, human services 
As you may know, education is my number one priority in the state budget each year. 
I voted for the budget that passed on June 30 because it invests $250 million more 
than last year in the education of our children – for a total of more than $7 billion in 
state support. That’s a step in the right direction following years of devastating cuts 
under the Corbett administration.  

Specifically, the Philadelphia School District received a 4.6 percent increase in basic 
education funding over last year – $47 million more – bringing total basic education 
funding from the state to Philadelphia to more than $1 billion. Special education 
funding also will be increased by $3.2 million. 

For our youngest kids, the budget also includes $25 million more for pre-K programs 
and $5 million more for Head Start programs statewide. 

I, and other members of the Philadelphia Delegation, worked closely with Mayor 
Kenney to get these important investments to our schools. 

Higher education, including state-system and state-related universities and community 
colleges, also was increased by $40 million over last year, or 2.5 percent. The budget 
also delivers a 2.5 percent increase in the appropriation for PHEAA grants to students. 

Pennsylvanians who depend on state government programs and services for their 
health and safety also are supported in this budget. Children and parents will still 
have dependable child care service, and Pennsylvanians with intellectual disabilities 
will be served. 

Importantly, the budget compromise avoided a repeat of last year’s disastrous 
impasse. Schools, human services and others who rely on passage of a state budget 
will not be left hanging for months and wondering whether they can stay open or 
continue services. This is the direct result of Gov. Tom Wolf’s strong leadership and 
insistence on keeping education in focus. 

The 2016-17 budget is not perfect – as I believe we can do more for education – but 
after too many years of serving corporate special interests, it’s finally making the 
correct investments for our state. 

Reading my favorite book, “The Story 
of  Ferdinand (the Bull),” to students 
at Hackett Elementary. Like Ferdinand, 
sitting quietly and smelling the flowers 
is one of  my favorite things to do. Also 
like Ferdinand, when a bee stings me, 
I’m going to buck and fight. That’s how 
I feel about education funding for our 
schools. I’ll buck and fight until our kids 
have the education they deserve. 

Medical marijuana 
now legal in 
Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania recently became the 
24th state to legalize marijuana 
for medical purposes. The new law 
will allow doctors to prescribe the 
treatment they see fit to help their 
patients. 

Regulations are now being 
finalized and, once in place, 
doctors will be able to prescribe 
certain forms of cannabis to 
people who meet the proper 
requirements and suffer from 
one of the approved medical 
conditions. Under the law, medical 
marijuana cannot be smoked, 
but can be prescribed in pill, oil, 
topical or liquid form.

Legalizing medical marijuana is a 
commonsense way to help people 
who are suffering in their daily 
lives – from children who are 
experiencing daily seizures, to 
veterans enduring post-traumatic 
stress disorder and many others 
who need this medication to 
relieve their pain. This is important 
because it will allow people to 
get pain relief without the use of 
highly addictive opioids.

Statistics show that states that have 
legalized medical marijuana have 
shown a decrease of nearly 25 
percent in annual prescription drug 
overdose deaths. The statistics also 
show that there have been zero 
overdose deaths from marijuana.

This was an easy vote to make 
because at its very basic core, it’s 
about helping people.

The Pennsylvania Department 
of Health is in the process of 
developing the regulations and 
infrastructure for the program, a 
process the governor said could 
take approximately 18-24 months. 

Important voting deadlines
Do you know someone who’s not registered to vote? Oct. 11 is the deadline to 
register in time to vote in the Nov. 8 election, when candidates for president, 
U.S. senator and many other offices will be on the ballot. Pennsylvania now 
has online registration at www.votespa.com. 

Voting is a fundamental right of our nation, and I firmly believe that we should 
be making it easier and more accessible, not harder. Now that the politically 
motivated Voter ID law has been ruled void and unconstitutional by the courts, 
we must turn our focus toward voting access for busy people and having 
Pennsylvanians choose their elected officials, not the other way around. 

I am a sponsor of:
 Making it easier to vote: House Bill 1560 would allow in-person absentee 
ballot voting before primary and general elections and no-excuse-needed 
absentee ballot voting by mail.

 Redistricting reform: House Bill 1637 would create an Independent 
Redistricting Commission similar to the one, recently upheld by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which has ended partisan gerrymandering in Arizona. 
Electoral districts should be drawn fairly, independently and without undue 
emphasis on partisan affiliation.

 Automatic voter registration: House Bill 1306 would set up automatic 
voter registration of all eligible people who obtain a Pennsylvania driver’s 
license or non-driver identification card, with provisions for opting out within 
21 days.

I believe that these and other measures to increase voter access and openness 
and transparency in government can go a long way in reforming a broken 
system that too often puts politics over people.  

Other important voting deadlines:

Nov. 1: Last day to file an application for a civilian absentee ballot 

Nov. 4: Last day to return a completed civilian absentee ballot

For more information, call the Philadelphia voter registration office at 
215-686-1591. Philadelphians also can verify polling locations at www.
votespa.com.  

INSIDE:
 Important voting deadlines

 Consumer convenience for 
wine and liquor

 Medical marijuana now law

 Women’s rights at risk

 $47 million increase for 
Philly schools

 Car registrations, special tags, handicap 
placards, titles and driver’s license applications

 Information on financial assistance for higher 
education 

 Obtaining, completing all kinds of state forms 
 Voter registration, absentee ballot applications
 Unemployment compensation, disability and 

workers’ compensation
 Birth, death certificates
 Problems with the Department of Human Services 

(food stamps, medical and income assistance)
 Pennsylvania income tax questions, problems
 Requests for literature of all kinds – bills, 

regulations, statutes, PA maps, senior citizen info

 Citations from the PA House of Representatives 
for outstanding accomplishments and family 
milestones

 Complaints, questions about utilities, Public Utility 
Commission 

 Complaints, problems with insurance companies
 Renewing state-issued licenses, certifications
 Property Tax/Rent Rebate problems, questions
 Problems, questions about PA Lottery
 PACE prescription-drug cards for senior citizens
 Consumer complaints
 Liquor Control Board concerns, questions
 Tours of the state Capitol for individuals, groups

Any problem with state government! 

My office is here to help you with...

Cutting the ribbon for the new plantings at Washington Square. I applaud members and supporters of  
the Society Hill Civic Association for their efforts over many years to maintain the park and keep it 
beautiful.

Apply for the state Property Tax/Rent Rebate 
through Dec. 31
As anticipated, the deadline to file a 2015 Property Tax/Rent Rebate 
Program application has been extended from June 30 to Dec. 31, 2016. 
My office, as always, is here to help! 
The Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians 65 
or older, widows and widowers 50 or older, and people with disabilities 18 
or older. The maximum standard rebate is $650, but supplemental rebates 
can boost rebates up to $975. 
Please don’t assume you are not eligible. Half of Social Security income is 
discounted, and claimants are not disqualified from rebates solely because 
of Social Security cost-of-living adjustments.
If you think you qualify and have not yet applied, please contact my office 
for help. 



Fairer education funding formula is now law New law improves convenience in wine and 
liquor system 
But lacks enforcement to prevent nuisance establishments 

Visiting H.A. Brown 
Elementary and members 
of  their student council 
in the final days of  the 
school year. Like these 
kids I want to make sure 
their school has the tools 
needed to build the 
foundation for lifelong 
learning and success. 

Joining Gov. Tom 
Wolf  at Penn Treat 
Middle School in 
March to advocate 
for fair and 
sufficient funding 
for our schools. 
Taking seriously 
the constitutional 
obligation of  
education is how lawmakers must serve all 
Pennsylvanians.  

House bill hurls women’s health to the dark ages

Standing with women, mothers, Gov. 
Tom Wolf  and Planned Parenthood 
Federation of  America President 
Cecile Richards to call for the 
defeat of  legislation that undermines 
a woman’s right to choose and 
to make clear the reasons why 
government should stay out of  
the entirely personal and private 
medical decisions women make in 
consultation with their doctors. 

Women’s health has long been a top priority 
of mine. A woman’s right to take care of her 
own body and make private medical decisions 
in consultation with her doctors should not 
be diminished nor legislated by religious 
ideology. 

Sadly, the House passed and the Senate is 
considering legislation (H.B. 1948) that would 
infringe on women’s rights and the doctor-
patient relationship, as well as put more 
women at risk by taking away their safest 
options for care. 

The bill would ban abortion options beyond 
20 weeks of pregnancy (the law is now 24 
weeks) and criminalize the safest medical 
procedure for abortions at 14 weeks. It would 
stand in the way of doctors’ ability to provide 
the medically proven, safest care for their patients. 

In addition to stripping away rights afforded to women by our nation’s 
highest court, this bill completely ignores the very real situations 
women face when they are expecting a healthy pregnancy but are 
given other, painful news at their 20-week ultrasounds. I stood with 
three brave women in April who shared their deeply personal stories 
about their pregnancies and how this bill would have negatively 
impacted their health choices. 

To be sure, this bill was not drafted by doctors or medical professionals. It was written by anti-choice 
politicians from Kansas, Oklahoma, Mississippi and Nebraska – and now Pennsylvania – who want nothing 
more than to needle away at your rights while claiming to be against “big” government. Shame.

U.S. Supreme Court ruling shows promise for 
defeating regressive, dangerous laws

In late June the U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down a Texas law that made it 

harder for women to obtain a safe, legal 
abortion. A similar law was enacted in 
Pennsylvania while Gov. Corbett was 
still in office. I voted against that law 
(Act 84 of 2013) because it not only 
impeded a woman’s right to choose – it 
also threatened women’s access to regular 
gynecological care, like cancer screenings.  

Similar to the Texas law that was struck 
down, Pennsylvania’s law rewrote the 
legal landscape for health clinics that also 

provide abortions in such a way  
that many reputable clinics in Pennsylvania 
were rendered unable to continue 
services. As with House Bill 1948, this law 
was an attempt by abortion opponents to 
effectively ban this legal procedure. The 
consequences to women’s overall health 
and rights do not matter to them. 

I am grateful the nation’s highest court saw 
through this attempt to put women’s health 
and reproductive rights in jeopardy. I will 
continue to work in the legislature to stop 
these attempts and to right the wrongs. 

Lethal ideology – time to act 
on gun safety measures
Why are America and Pennsylvania not doing all 
we can to prevent guns from ending up in the wrong 
hands? It’s a question that plagues me as we hear 
about mass shootings in all parts of the country, the 
killing of police officers and the senseless gun deaths 
and injuries that happen in Philadelphia nearly every 
day. 

Sadly, gun violence won’t stop until those who are 
blocking sensible gun safety laws – lawmakers across 
the nation at local, state and federal levels and at 
the behest of the NRA – step out of the way and let 
us try some things the majority of Americans think are 
good ideas. 

If the gun-loving lawmakers in Harrisburg and our 
do-nothing Congress have misunderstood the message 
of those of us who are trying to stop the killings in our 
streets, we must raise our voices even louder. 

We must tell them that we are truly angry, disgusted 
and sad. We are losing all hope for humanity. Their 
rigid ideology on this issue is lethal.

I encourage you to join me in asking that question of 
Pennsylvania’s legislative leaders and tell them to act. 
There’s a link on my website – www.pahouse.com/
OBrien – to do that. 

As part of the state budget deal for raising revenue, 
Gov. Tom Wolf signed into law legislation that allows 
the sale of wine in restaurants, grocery stores and 
other to-go establishments.  

The law – now Act 39 of 2016 – also gives the Liquor 
Control Board more flexibility to set competitive prices, 
offer discounts and set state liquor store hours in ways 
that are better and more convenient for consumers, 
including on state holidays. It also permits the direct 
shipment of wine by licensed producers to consumers at 
their homes.

This is good news for consumers because it offers 
the convenience that helps makes things easier in our 
busy lives. However, the law fails to provide for the 
enforcement necessary to help prevent and crack 

down on nuisance establishments that have plagued 
Philadelphia for years, like some of the “stop-and-go” 
take-out stores and bars that attract people who loiter, 
drink on the street and commit crimes. 

Philadelphia has spent decades trying to give 
law-abiding residents more help in keeping their 
neighborhoods protected from such nuisances. It’s 
why I will continue to advocate to improve this law 
by ensuring the enforcement funding and support 
necessary to keep our communities clean and safe. 

Pennsylvanians should see wine in grocery stores, select 
restaurants and hotels by Thanksgiving. And, if the LCB 
decides to have state stores open that day, you’ll be 
able to run out and grab a cordial before the turkey 
comes out of the oven.  

Background check fees 
waived for volunteers
Gov. Tom Wolf’s administration will continue 

to waive the fees for background checks 
many volunteers are required to obtain under 
Pennsylvania’s enhanced child protection law. 

We need to protect our children. I support 
background checks for people who are routinely 
in contact with them. However, the volunteers who 
provide activities and services and donate their time 
to our children should not suffer financially as a result. 

Find more info about Pennsylvania’s enhanced child 
protection laws, answers to questions about who’s 
required to report suspected child abuse, and 
who needs to obtain background checks under the 
enhanced law at www.KeepKidsSafe.PA.gov.

Speaking at a 
news conference 
on behalf  of  all 
victims of  child 
sexual abuse, past 
and present. They 
deserve to have 
their voices heard in a court of  law and deserve to be 
made whole. I have fought for many years to hold child 
predators and the organizations and institutions that protect 
them accountable for their heinous crimes and coverups. 

State battling heroin and opioid addiction
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
heroin and opioid overdose are the leading causes of accidental 
deaths, killing more Pennsylvanians than those involved in deadly 
crashes. This epidemic crosses all social and geographic lines.
Pennsylvania already has taken several important steps to 
combat the heroin and opioid crisis. Dr. Rachel Levine, the 
state’s physician general, signed a standing order for naloxone, 
making access to this crucial anti-overdose drug available to all 
Pennsylvanians. 
State troopers also are equipped with naloxone for when they 
arrive first on the scene of a drug overdose, and the life-saving 
drug is available free in public high schools. Pennsylvania also 
has developed a prescription drug-monitoring program to help 
detect and prevent prescription fraud and abuse.
Gov. Tom Wolf has been hosting roundtable discussions with 
state lawmakers, local officials, law enforcement, emergency 
responders and health care professionals to discuss ways to work 
together to combat the opioid abuse and heroin use epidemic. 
In June, he also announced that he will call a special session 
of the General Assembly for later this year that will focus on 
combating the opioid crisis facing our communities.  
I applaud Gov. Wolf for his leadership on this issue and I look 
forward to joining my colleagues and working to address this 
crisis.  
For more information, visit www.ddap.pa.gov/overdose.

State should help college graduates 
ease debt with tax credits 
I have introduced legislation (H.B. 607) to provide a 
tax credit of up to $2,500 per year for interest paid 
on student loans for the entire span of the loan. The 
credit would be available to individuals making up to 
$75,000 and couples making up to $155,000.
Our young people are graduating college and 
pursuing careers while attempting to manage hefty 
loan payments. Those who are lucky to find a good-
paying job are still paying more toward student 
loans than the generations before them. I would like 
to see this upward-moving generation experience the 
American dream. 
Even with state budget increases in the past two 
budgets under Gov. Tom Wolf, state funding for higher 
education still hovers at 1990s levels. When the State 
System of Higher Education was formed in 1983, 
the funding breakdown for universities was about 75 
percent state money, 25 percent student tuition and 
fees. Now, it’s the exact reverse and has forced student 
debt to an all-time high. 
With my legislation and Gov. Wolf’s commitment to 
making higher education more affordable for students, 
we can tackle the student debt crisis in Pennsylvania. 

While I continue to fight to fully restore the billions 
in school funds cut by Gov. Corbett, I also voted 

to put in place an education funding formula that drives 
out state dollars in a fairer way. 

The new funding formula proposed by a bipartisan 
commission last year and signed into law in June is an 
important step forward in the effort to equitably and 
adequately fund education in Pennsylvania.  

The formula requires the state to consider important 
factors such as the added cost of educating children 
living in poverty areas. It has the state also consider the 
tax base of districts, so those lacking capacity receive 
additional support. 

Pennsylvania’s constitution makes it clear that the state – 
not local taxpayers – has the ultimate responsibility for 
providing a thorough and efficient system of education 
for every student. In concert with adequate funds, I 
believe this new formula will get us closer to achieving 
our constitutional – not to mention moral and societal – 
obligations for education. 
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in consultation with her doctors should not 
be diminished nor legislated by religious 
ideology. 

Sadly, the House passed and the Senate is 
considering legislation (H.B. 1948) that would 
infringe on women’s rights and the doctor-
patient relationship, as well as put more 
women at risk by taking away their safest 
options for care. 

The bill would ban abortion options beyond 
20 weeks of pregnancy (the law is now 24 
weeks) and criminalize the safest medical 
procedure for abortions at 14 weeks. It would 
stand in the way of doctors’ ability to provide 
the medically proven, safest care for their patients. 

In addition to stripping away rights afforded to women by our nation’s 
highest court, this bill completely ignores the very real situations 
women face when they are expecting a healthy pregnancy but are 
given other, painful news at their 20-week ultrasounds. I stood with 
three brave women in April who shared their deeply personal stories 
about their pregnancies and how this bill would have negatively 
impacted their health choices. 

To be sure, this bill was not drafted by doctors or medical professionals. It was written by anti-choice 
politicians from Kansas, Oklahoma, Mississippi and Nebraska – and now Pennsylvania – who want nothing 
more than to needle away at your rights while claiming to be against “big” government. Shame.

U.S. Supreme Court ruling shows promise for 
defeating regressive, dangerous laws

In late June the U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down a Texas law that made it 

harder for women to obtain a safe, legal 
abortion. A similar law was enacted in 
Pennsylvania while Gov. Corbett was 
still in office. I voted against that law 
(Act 84 of 2013) because it not only 
impeded a woman’s right to choose – it 
also threatened women’s access to regular 
gynecological care, like cancer screenings.  

Similar to the Texas law that was struck 
down, Pennsylvania’s law rewrote the 
legal landscape for health clinics that also 

provide abortions in such a way  
that many reputable clinics in Pennsylvania 
were rendered unable to continue 
services. As with House Bill 1948, this law 
was an attempt by abortion opponents to 
effectively ban this legal procedure. The 
consequences to women’s overall health 
and rights do not matter to them. 

I am grateful the nation’s highest court saw 
through this attempt to put women’s health 
and reproductive rights in jeopardy. I will 
continue to work in the legislature to stop 
these attempts and to right the wrongs. 

Lethal ideology – time to act 
on gun safety measures
Why are America and Pennsylvania not doing all 
we can to prevent guns from ending up in the wrong 
hands? It’s a question that plagues me as we hear 
about mass shootings in all parts of the country, the 
killing of police officers and the senseless gun deaths 
and injuries that happen in Philadelphia nearly every 
day. 

Sadly, gun violence won’t stop until those who are 
blocking sensible gun safety laws – lawmakers across 
the nation at local, state and federal levels and at 
the behest of the NRA – step out of the way and let 
us try some things the majority of Americans think are 
good ideas. 

If the gun-loving lawmakers in Harrisburg and our 
do-nothing Congress have misunderstood the message 
of those of us who are trying to stop the killings in our 
streets, we must raise our voices even louder. 

We must tell them that we are truly angry, disgusted 
and sad. We are losing all hope for humanity. Their 
rigid ideology on this issue is lethal.

I encourage you to join me in asking that question of 
Pennsylvania’s legislative leaders and tell them to act. 
There’s a link on my website – www.pahouse.com/
OBrien – to do that. 

As part of the state budget deal for raising revenue, 
Gov. Tom Wolf signed into law legislation that allows 
the sale of wine in restaurants, grocery stores and 
other to-go establishments.  

The law – now Act 39 of 2016 – also gives the Liquor 
Control Board more flexibility to set competitive prices, 
offer discounts and set state liquor store hours in ways 
that are better and more convenient for consumers, 
including on state holidays. It also permits the direct 
shipment of wine by licensed producers to consumers at 
their homes.

This is good news for consumers because it offers 
the convenience that helps makes things easier in our 
busy lives. However, the law fails to provide for the 
enforcement necessary to help prevent and crack 

down on nuisance establishments that have plagued 
Philadelphia for years, like some of the “stop-and-go” 
take-out stores and bars that attract people who loiter, 
drink on the street and commit crimes. 

Philadelphia has spent decades trying to give 
law-abiding residents more help in keeping their 
neighborhoods protected from such nuisances. It’s 
why I will continue to advocate to improve this law 
by ensuring the enforcement funding and support 
necessary to keep our communities clean and safe. 

Pennsylvanians should see wine in grocery stores, select 
restaurants and hotels by Thanksgiving. And, if the LCB 
decides to have state stores open that day, you’ll be 
able to run out and grab a cordial before the turkey 
comes out of the oven.  

Background check fees 
waived for volunteers
Gov. Tom Wolf’s administration will continue 

to waive the fees for background checks 
many volunteers are required to obtain under 
Pennsylvania’s enhanced child protection law. 

We need to protect our children. I support 
background checks for people who are routinely 
in contact with them. However, the volunteers who 
provide activities and services and donate their time 
to our children should not suffer financially as a result. 

Find more info about Pennsylvania’s enhanced child 
protection laws, answers to questions about who’s 
required to report suspected child abuse, and 
who needs to obtain background checks under the 
enhanced law at www.KeepKidsSafe.PA.gov.

Speaking at a 
news conference 
on behalf  of  all 
victims of  child 
sexual abuse, past 
and present. They 
deserve to have 
their voices heard in a court of  law and deserve to be 
made whole. I have fought for many years to hold child 
predators and the organizations and institutions that protect 
them accountable for their heinous crimes and coverups. 

State battling heroin and opioid addiction
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
heroin and opioid overdose are the leading causes of accidental 
deaths, killing more Pennsylvanians than those involved in deadly 
crashes. This epidemic crosses all social and geographic lines.
Pennsylvania already has taken several important steps to 
combat the heroin and opioid crisis. Dr. Rachel Levine, the 
state’s physician general, signed a standing order for naloxone, 
making access to this crucial anti-overdose drug available to all 
Pennsylvanians. 
State troopers also are equipped with naloxone for when they 
arrive first on the scene of a drug overdose, and the life-saving 
drug is available free in public high schools. Pennsylvania also 
has developed a prescription drug-monitoring program to help 
detect and prevent prescription fraud and abuse.
Gov. Tom Wolf has been hosting roundtable discussions with 
state lawmakers, local officials, law enforcement, emergency 
responders and health care professionals to discuss ways to work 
together to combat the opioid abuse and heroin use epidemic. 
In June, he also announced that he will call a special session 
of the General Assembly for later this year that will focus on 
combating the opioid crisis facing our communities.  
I applaud Gov. Wolf for his leadership on this issue and I look 
forward to joining my colleagues and working to address this 
crisis.  
For more information, visit www.ddap.pa.gov/overdose.

State should help college graduates 
ease debt with tax credits 
I have introduced legislation (H.B. 607) to provide a 
tax credit of up to $2,500 per year for interest paid 
on student loans for the entire span of the loan. The 
credit would be available to individuals making up to 
$75,000 and couples making up to $155,000.
Our young people are graduating college and 
pursuing careers while attempting to manage hefty 
loan payments. Those who are lucky to find a good-
paying job are still paying more toward student 
loans than the generations before them. I would like 
to see this upward-moving generation experience the 
American dream. 
Even with state budget increases in the past two 
budgets under Gov. Tom Wolf, state funding for higher 
education still hovers at 1990s levels. When the State 
System of Higher Education was formed in 1983, 
the funding breakdown for universities was about 75 
percent state money, 25 percent student tuition and 
fees. Now, it’s the exact reverse and has forced student 
debt to an all-time high. 
With my legislation and Gov. Wolf’s commitment to 
making higher education more affordable for students, 
we can tackle the student debt crisis in Pennsylvania. 

While I continue to fight to fully restore the billions 
in school funds cut by Gov. Corbett, I also voted 

to put in place an education funding formula that drives 
out state dollars in a fairer way. 

The new funding formula proposed by a bipartisan 
commission last year and signed into law in June is an 
important step forward in the effort to equitably and 
adequately fund education in Pennsylvania.  

The formula requires the state to consider important 
factors such as the added cost of educating children 
living in poverty areas. It has the state also consider the 
tax base of districts, so those lacking capacity receive 
additional support. 

Pennsylvania’s constitution makes it clear that the state – 
not local taxpayers – has the ultimate responsibility for 
providing a thorough and efficient system of education 
for every student. In concert with adequate funds, I 
believe this new formula will get us closer to achieving 
our constitutional – not to mention moral and societal – 
obligations for education. 
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TAKING YOUR VIEWS TO HARRISBURG 

2016-17 state budget funds 
education, human services 
As you may know, education is my number one priority in the state budget each year. 
I voted for the budget that passed on June 30 because it invests $250 million more 
than last year in the education of our children – for a total of more than $7 billion in 
state support. That’s a step in the right direction following years of devastating cuts 
under the Corbett administration.  

Specifically, the Philadelphia School District received a 4.6 percent increase in basic 
education funding over last year – $47 million more – bringing total basic education 
funding from the state to Philadelphia to more than $1 billion. Special education 
funding also will be increased by $3.2 million. 

For our youngest kids, the budget also includes $25 million more for pre-K programs 
and $5 million more for Head Start programs statewide. 

I, and other members of the Philadelphia Delegation, worked closely with Mayor 
Kenney to get these important investments to our schools. 

Higher education, including state-system and state-related universities and community 
colleges, also was increased by $40 million over last year, or 2.5 percent. The budget 
also delivers a 2.5 percent increase in the appropriation for PHEAA grants to students. 

Pennsylvanians who depend on state government programs and services for their 
health and safety also are supported in this budget. Children and parents will still 
have dependable child care service, and Pennsylvanians with intellectual disabilities 
will be served. 

Importantly, the budget compromise avoided a repeat of last year’s disastrous 
impasse. Schools, human services and others who rely on passage of a state budget 
will not be left hanging for months and wondering whether they can stay open or 
continue services. This is the direct result of Gov. Tom Wolf’s strong leadership and 
insistence on keeping education in focus. 

The 2016-17 budget is not perfect – as I believe we can do more for education – but 
after too many years of serving corporate special interests, it’s finally making the 
correct investments for our state. 

Reading my favorite book, “The Story 
of  Ferdinand (the Bull),” to students 
at Hackett Elementary. Like Ferdinand, 
sitting quietly and smelling the flowers 
is one of  my favorite things to do. Also 
like Ferdinand, when a bee stings me, 
I’m going to buck and fight. That’s how 
I feel about education funding for our 
schools. I’ll buck and fight until our kids 
have the education they deserve. 

Medical marijuana 
now legal in 
Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania recently became the 
24th state to legalize marijuana 
for medical purposes. The new law 
will allow doctors to prescribe the 
treatment they see fit to help their 
patients. 

Regulations are now being 
finalized and, once in place, 
doctors will be able to prescribe 
certain forms of cannabis to 
people who meet the proper 
requirements and suffer from 
one of the approved medical 
conditions. Under the law, medical 
marijuana cannot be smoked, 
but can be prescribed in pill, oil, 
topical or liquid form.

Legalizing medical marijuana is a 
commonsense way to help people 
who are suffering in their daily 
lives – from children who are 
experiencing daily seizures, to 
veterans enduring post-traumatic 
stress disorder and many others 
who need this medication to 
relieve their pain. This is important 
because it will allow people to 
get pain relief without the use of 
highly addictive opioids.

Statistics show that states that have 
legalized medical marijuana have 
shown a decrease of nearly 25 
percent in annual prescription drug 
overdose deaths. The statistics also 
show that there have been zero 
overdose deaths from marijuana.

This was an easy vote to make 
because at its very basic core, it’s 
about helping people.

The Pennsylvania Department 
of Health is in the process of 
developing the regulations and 
infrastructure for the program, a 
process the governor said could 
take approximately 18-24 months. 

Important voting deadlines
Do you know someone who’s not registered to vote? Oct. 11 is the deadline to 
register in time to vote in the Nov. 8 election, when candidates for president, 
U.S. senator and many other offices will be on the ballot. Pennsylvania now 
has online registration at www.votespa.com. 

Voting is a fundamental right of our nation, and I firmly believe that we should 
be making it easier and more accessible, not harder. Now that the politically 
motivated Voter ID law has been ruled void and unconstitutional by the courts, 
we must turn our focus toward voting access for busy people and having 
Pennsylvanians choose their elected officials, not the other way around. 

I am a sponsor of:
 Making it easier to vote: House Bill 1560 would allow in-person absentee 
ballot voting before primary and general elections and no-excuse-needed 
absentee ballot voting by mail.

 Redistricting reform: House Bill 1637 would create an Independent 
Redistricting Commission similar to the one, recently upheld by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which has ended partisan gerrymandering in Arizona. 
Electoral districts should be drawn fairly, independently and without undue 
emphasis on partisan affiliation.

 Automatic voter registration: House Bill 1306 would set up automatic 
voter registration of all eligible people who obtain a Pennsylvania driver’s 
license or non-driver identification card, with provisions for opting out within 
21 days.

I believe that these and other measures to increase voter access and openness 
and transparency in government can go a long way in reforming a broken 
system that too often puts politics over people.  

Other important voting deadlines:

Nov. 1: Last day to file an application for a civilian absentee ballot 

Nov. 4: Last day to return a completed civilian absentee ballot

For more information, call the Philadelphia voter registration office at 
215-686-1591. Philadelphians also can verify polling locations at www.
votespa.com.  

INSIDE:
 Important voting deadlines

 Consumer convenience for 
wine and liquor

 Medical marijuana now law

 Women’s rights at risk

 $47 million increase for 
Philly schools

 Car registrations, special tags, handicap 
placards, titles and driver’s license applications

 Information on financial assistance for higher 
education 

 Obtaining, completing all kinds of state forms 
 Voter registration, absentee ballot applications
 Unemployment compensation, disability and 

workers’ compensation
 Birth, death certificates
 Problems with the Department of Human Services 

(food stamps, medical and income assistance)
 Pennsylvania income tax questions, problems
 Requests for literature of all kinds – bills, 

regulations, statutes, PA maps, senior citizen info

 Citations from the PA House of Representatives 
for outstanding accomplishments and family 
milestones

 Complaints, questions about utilities, Public Utility 
Commission 

 Complaints, problems with insurance companies
 Renewing state-issued licenses, certifications
 Property Tax/Rent Rebate problems, questions
 Problems, questions about PA Lottery
 PACE prescription-drug cards for senior citizens
 Consumer complaints
 Liquor Control Board concerns, questions
 Tours of the state Capitol for individuals, groups

Any problem with state government! 

My office is here to help you with...

Cutting the ribbon for the new plantings at Washington Square. I applaud members and supporters of  
the Society Hill Civic Association for their efforts over many years to maintain the park and keep it 
beautiful.

Apply for the state Property Tax/Rent Rebate 
through Dec. 31
As anticipated, the deadline to file a 2015 Property Tax/Rent Rebate 
Program application has been extended from June 30 to Dec. 31, 2016. 
My office, as always, is here to help! 
The Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians 65 
or older, widows and widowers 50 or older, and people with disabilities 18 
or older. The maximum standard rebate is $650, but supplemental rebates 
can boost rebates up to $975. 
Please don’t assume you are not eligible. Half of Social Security income is 
discounted, and claimants are not disqualified from rebates solely because 
of Social Security cost-of-living adjustments.
If you think you qualify and have not yet applied, please contact my office 
for help. 
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than last year in the education of our children – for a total of more than $7 billion in 
state support. That’s a step in the right direction following years of devastating cuts 
under the Corbett administration.  

Specifically, the Philadelphia School District received a 4.6 percent increase in basic 
education funding over last year – $47 million more – bringing total basic education 
funding from the state to Philadelphia to more than $1 billion. Special education 
funding also will be increased by $3.2 million. 

For our youngest kids, the budget also includes $25 million more for pre-K programs 
and $5 million more for Head Start programs statewide. 

I, and other members of the Philadelphia Delegation, worked closely with Mayor 
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Higher education, including state-system and state-related universities and community 
colleges, also was increased by $40 million over last year, or 2.5 percent. The budget 
also delivers a 2.5 percent increase in the appropriation for PHEAA grants to students. 

Pennsylvanians who depend on state government programs and services for their 
health and safety also are supported in this budget. Children and parents will still 
have dependable child care service, and Pennsylvanians with intellectual disabilities 
will be served. 
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impasse. Schools, human services and others who rely on passage of a state budget 
will not be left hanging for months and wondering whether they can stay open or 
continue services. This is the direct result of Gov. Tom Wolf’s strong leadership and 
insistence on keeping education in focus. 
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after too many years of serving corporate special interests, it’s finally making the 
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